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- There are an estimated 20,000 private soldiers on
festivals P

VIDED
the ground in Irag, more than the total number of F’nglléngUIETLOUD Q & A WITH THE

"SLITHER" TRAILER

FREE Weekly Newsletter combined non-US coalition ground forces, and one

for roughly every ten American soldiers. “Shadow : — "THE GREAT ECSTACY OF ROBERT
Company” directors Nic Bicanic and Jason CARMICHAEL " TRAILER
— Bourque attempt to find out where these guys MORE VIDEOS.
sign up / manage come from, what exactly they do, and why they do it.
The movie starts with a brief history of mercenaries in warfare, dating back millennia to ; A HEADBANGER'S JOURNEY
the ancient Greeks and Romans. Their widespread use didn't really fall off until fairly JAM
recently, as the rise of nation-states in the 19th century led to the formation of LoL
professional standing armies. The dissolution of white African governments in the latter %FUCKIN' SHOT THAT!
half of the last century, however, gave rise to the modern concept of the mercenary, as THANK YOU FOR SMOKING
soldiers from places like Rhodesia (now Zimbabwe) and South Africa found themselves THIS FILM IS NOT YET RATED
literally without a country, and possessing a rather specific skill-set, one ill-suited to most LA TRAGEDIA DE MACARIO
civilian pursuits. THE HIDDEN BLADE
LENFANT
SMALL TOWN GAY BAR
Bicanic and Bourque interview a number of these folks, and we learn of their actions in TV JUNKIE
places like Sierra Leone and Angola during the ‘70s and ‘80s. Action was mostly confined SXEDJ%;NDY
to the African continent, until a little thing we in America like to call The Greatest Tragedy NEIL YOUNG: HEART OF GOLD
of All Time, or 9-11. Private security firms, or private military companies (PMCs), BEHIND THE MASK: THE RISE OF
exploded in number after September 11, 2001. And unlike many of those involved in LESLIE VERNON
such ventures beforehand, not all were of the same professional caliber or experience. (D;QEQHEN
OILCRASH
Strictly speaking, a “mercenary” is a soldier who accepts financial remuneration for their SHADOW COMPANY
services, which are offered with little or no concern for the larger interests of the group/ W
nation that hires them. Their level of expertise is strictly a matter of concern for their
employer (and those they're supposed to be protecting), and as famed author Robert
Young Pelton notes, the American government has created a great employment -
opportunity in Iraq for anyone with a gun. BB  FimThreat Poll
Is "V for Vendetta" as lame as "The
Matrix"?
The philosophies of the companies that put men on the ground vary widely. American 1) shit, yes!
firms like Blackwater adopt a more aggro approach, while British PMCs tend to “go native” | — 2) Hell, no!

to a greater extent. Not that it really matters in the long run, as interviews with Iraqi
insurgents make it clear they just want to kill the “foreigners with guns.” And while the
more discriminating companies will demand a certain level of tactical experience, the

3) You are so pissing me off with
this poll question!

movie points out that the end of the Cold War led to a glut of professional military men
looking for work, meaning the supply won't dry up anytime soon. The increasing use of
PMCs in places like Irag and Afghanistan also creates legal problems, since their BB Box Office
employees aren’t generally governed by the laws of the country in which they operate. “Weekend of MARGH 10 212
Mercs that step out of line are often spirited out of the country with no chance of recourse | 1/0 Failure to Launch 24.4/
for the victims in country. 24.4
2/0 The Shaggy Dog 16.3/
The proceedings here are helped greatly by the presence of a number of actual “private 3/0 The Hills Have Eyes 1156,'73}
contractors,” all of whom are extremely candid about their profession and the disparities 15.7
between public perception of mercenaries and the realities of the trade. They're well-paid | |4/2 16 Blocks 7.4/
for their work, Which is anything but glamorous, and — in the event you're working with 5/1 Tyler Perry's Madea's Family 252.'73
someone not quite up to speed — can be even more hazardous than expected. Reunion 55.7
6/3 Eight Below 5.5/
‘_‘Sh_a_dow Company” is a fascinating documentary, shining some needed light on _th(_e _ 715 Aguamarine 63%5/
individuals who are called upon more and more to take fill in the gaps left by a diminished S 12.3
standing military. 8/4 Ultraviolet 3.6/
14.8
9/6 The Pink Panther 3.6/
74.6
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